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In Becoming the People of the Talmud, Talya Fishman examines ways in which circumstances of
transmission have shaped the cultural meaning of Jewish traditions. Although the Talmud's preeminence in
Jewish study and its determining role in Jewish practice are generally taken for granted, Fishman contends
that these roles were not solidified until the late eleventh and early twelfth centuries. The inscription of
Talmud—which Sefardi Jews understand to have occurred quite early, and Ashkenazi Jews only
later—precipitated these developments. The encounter with Oral Torah as a written corpus was
transformative for both subcultures, and it shaped the roles that Talmud came to play in Jewish life.

What were the historical circumstances that led to the inscription of Oral Torah in medieval Europe? How
did this body of ancient rabbinic traditions, replete with legal controversies and nonlegal material, come to
be construed as a reference work and prescriptive guide to Jewish life? Connecting insights from geonica,
medieval Jewish and Christian history, and orality-textuality studies, Becoming the People of the Talmud
reconstructs the process of cultural transformation that occurred once medieval Jews encountered the
Babylonian Talmud as a written text. According to Fishman, the ascription of greater authority to written text
was accompanied by changes in reading habits, compositional predilections, classroom practices, approaches
to adjudication, assessments of the past, and social hierarchies. She contends that certain medieval Jews were
aware of these changes: some noted that books had replaced teachers; others protested the elevation of
Talmud-centered erudition and casuistic virtuosity into standards of religious excellence, at the expense of
spiritual refinement. The book concludes with a consideration of Rhineland Pietism's emergence in this
context and suggests that two contemporaneous phenomena—the prominence of custom in medieval
Ashkenazi culture and the novel Christian attack on Talmud—were indirectly linked to the new eminence of
this written text in Jewish life.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Pinkerton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition
in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts). Try to face the book Becoming the People of the
Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts) as your
pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

William Oden:

The book Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as
Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts) to be your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a publication Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as
Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Gary Copeland:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval
Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Peter Delaune:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What



you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is actually Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as
Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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