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Over the course of the twentieth century, democracies demonstrated an uncanny ability to win wars when
their survival was at stake. As this book makes clear, this success cannot be explained merely by superior
military equipment or a particular geographical advantage. Instead, it is argued that the legal frameworks
imbedded in democratic societies offered them a fundamental advantage over their more politically restricted
rivals.

For democracies fight wars aided by codes of behaviour shaped by their laws, customs and treaties that
reflect the wider values of their society. This means that voters and the public can influence the decision to
wage and sustain war. Thus, a precarious balance between government, parliament and military leadership is
the backbone of any democracy at war, and the key to success or failure.

Beginning with the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century writings of Alberico Gentili and Hugo Grotius, this
book traces the rise of legal concepts of war between states. It argues that the ideas and theories set out by
the likes of Gentili and Grotius were to provide the bedrock of western democratic thinking in wartime. The
book then moves on to look in detail at the two World Wars of the twentieth century and how legal thinking
adapted itself to the realities of industrial and total war. In particular it focuses upon the impact of differing
political ideologies on the conduct of war, and how combatant nations were frequently forced to challenge
core beliefs and values in order to win.

Through a combination of history and legal philosophy, this book contributes to a better understanding of
democratic government when it is most severely tested at war. The ideas and concepts addressed will
resonate, both with those studying the past, and current events.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Dealba:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield.
Try to face the book Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield as your buddy. It means
that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Alice Wilkerson:

The book Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a
Battlefield has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Arnulfo Walls:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Democracies and the Shock of
War: The Law as a Battlefield is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Edmund Hillman:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you personally is Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book



acceptable all of you.
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