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Each of the figures examined in this study—John Dee, John Donne, Sir Kenelm Digby, Henry and Thomas
Vaughan, and Jane Lead—is concerned with the ways in which God can be approached or experienced.
Michael Martin analyzes the ways in which the encounter with God is figured among these early modern
writers who inhabit the shared cultural space of poets and preachers, mystics and scientists.

The three main themes that inform this study are Cura animarum, the care of souls, and the diminished role
of spiritual direction in post-Reformation religious life; the rise of scientific rationality; and the struggle
against the disappearance of the Holy. Arising from the methods and commitments of phenomenology, the
primary mode of inquiry of this study resides in contemplation, not in a religious sense, but in the realm of
perception, attendance, and acceptance.

Martin portrays figures such as Dee, Digby, and Thomas Vaughan not as the eccentrics they are often
depicted to have been, but rather as participating in a religious mainstream that had been radically altered by
the disappearance of any kind of mandatory or regular spiritual direction, a problem which was further
complicated and exacerbated by the rise of science. Thus this study contributes to a reconfiguration of our
notion of what ‘religious orthodoxy’ really meant during the period, and calls into question our own
assumptions about what is (or was) ‘orthodox’ and ‘heterodox.’
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Literature
and the Encounter with God in Post-Reformation England? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Crystal Dewitt:

The book Literature and the Encounter with God in Post-Reformation England make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Literature and the Encounter with God in Post-Reformation England to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Literature and the Encounter with God in
Post-Reformation England. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Nancy Chinn:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is Literature and the Encounter with God in Post-Reformation England this reserve consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Sebrina Knapp:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Literature and the Encounter with God in Post-
Reformation England can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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