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This book scrutinises how political actors in the Israeli parliament (the Knesset) have articulated the
security-democracy nexus in their discourses.

Security crises expose political leaders to an uncomfortable dilemma: guaranteeing the safety of citizens
while at the same time preserving democratic principles, basic rights and liberties. In this respect, Israel
represents an archetypical case. Defining itself as a democracy, the state of Israel has been in quasi-constant
conflict with its neighbouring countries while facing terror attacks repeatedly. This situation has resulted in
the upholding of the state of emergency since the establishment of the state in 1948 and in the enactment of
security measures that are often in conflict with democratic values.

The tension between security and democracy is not a new question: it has been at the centre of political
thought from Rousseau and Locke to Lasswell and Dahl and stood at the core of political debates after 9/11
and the 2005 terror attacks in London. Many studies have questioned how political actors manage this
tension or how they could – properly – balance security and democracy. Yet, in spite of the abundant
literature on the issue, the manner in which political actors conceptualise and frame this tension has been
rarely explored. Even less has been said on the effects of this conceptualisation on the democratic regime.

Drawing on discourse theory and on an innovative narrative analysis, the book examines 40 debates held in
the Knesset on security-oriented laws enacted in two different contexts: the period of relative calm preceding
the first Palestinian intifada (1987) and the period following the eruption of the second intifada (2000). More
specifically, three types of laws and discussions are examined: laws establishing a relation between freedom
of expression and security; laws linking the category of 'the enemy' to democracy; and finally those
connecting the right to family unification and residence of Palestinians with terrorism.

Through a comparative analysis of the political actors’ discourses in 1985 and between 2000 and 2011, the
study demonstrates that two main narratives have constantly competed: on the one hand a marginal narrative
anchored in basic rights and on the other a defensive democracy narrative, which has become dominant. The
latter has legitimised the restriction of freedom of expression, freedom to participate in elections, freedom of
movement or the right to citizenship. The book shows how the increasing dominance of the defensive
democracy narrative has had a fundamental impact in reshaping the polity and the identity of Israel’s
democratic regime. The analysis ultimately opens the possibility to rethink the conventional approach of the



security-democracy dilemma and to reflect on processes in other states, such as the United Kingdom or the
United States during different security crises.

This book will be of much interest to students of critical security studies, Israeli politics, democracy studies,
political theory and IR in general.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Security and
Defensive Democracy in Israel: A Critical Approach to Political Discourse (Routledge Studies in Liberty and
Security) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Security and Defensive Democracy in Israel: A Critical Approach to Political Discourse (Routledge
Studies in Liberty and Security)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Thomas Smith:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a guide. The book Security and Defensive Democracy in Israel: A Critical Approach to Political
Discourse (Routledge Studies in Liberty and Security) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

John Pierre:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Security and Defensive Democracy in Israel: A
Critical Approach to Political Discourse (Routledge Studies in Liberty and Security) publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question Security and Defensive Democracy in Israel: A Critical Approach to
Political Discourse (Routledge Studies in Liberty and Security) as good book not simply by the cover but
also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Dorcas Rogers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,



since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Security and Defensive Democracy in Israel: A Critical Approach to Political Discourse (Routledge
Studies in Liberty and Security) will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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