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While the Spanish Inquisition has laid the greatest claim to both scholarly attention and the popular
imagination, the Roman Inquisition, established in 1542 and a key instrument of papal authority, was more
powerful, important, and long-lived. Founded by Paul III and originally aimed to eradicate Protestant heresy,
it followed medieval antecedents but went beyond them by becoming a highly articulated centralized organ
directly dependent on the pope. By the late sixteenth century the Roman Inquisition had developed its own
distinctive procedures, legal process, and personnel, the congregation of cardinals and a professional staff. Its
legal process grew out of the technique of inquisitio formulated by Innocent III in the early thirteenth
century, it became the most precocious papal bureaucracy on the road to the first "absolutist" state.

As Thomas F. Mayer demonstrates, the Inquisition underwent constant modification as it expanded. The new
institution modeled its case management and other procedures on those of another medieval ancestor, the
Roman supreme court, the Rota. With unparalleled attention to archival sources and detail, Mayer portrays a
highly articulated corporate bureaucracy with the pope at its head. He profiles the Cardinal Inquisitors,
including those who would play a major role in Galileo's trials, and details their social and geographical
origins, their education, economic status, earlier careers in the Church, and networks of patronage. At the
point this study ends, circa 1640, Pope Urban VIII had made the Roman Inquisition his personal instrument
and dominated it to a degree none of his predecessors had approached.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Miller:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Roman Inquisition: A Papal Bureaucracy and Its Laws in
the Age of Galileo (Haney Foundation Series).

Jack Godina:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Roman Inquisition: A Papal
Bureaucracy and Its Laws in the Age of Galileo (Haney Foundation Series) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Margie Rodriguez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is The Roman Inquisition: A Papal Bureaucracy and Its Laws in the Age of Galileo (Haney
Foundation Series).

Gregory Eubanks:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Roman Inquisition: A Papal
Bureaucracy and Its Laws in the Age of Galileo (Haney Foundation Series) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The
Roman Inquisition: A Papal Bureaucracy and Its Laws in the Age of Galileo (Haney Foundation Series) can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of



that time.
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