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1911 When in 1900 a publisher desired to bring out the story provided I gave it a happy ending, I submitted
the matter to Bierce and on August 21, 1900, he wrote me a long letter on the subject of which the following
is an extract: 'I have read twice and carefully, your proposed addition to The Monk, and you must permit me
to speak plainly, if not altogether agreeably, of it. It will not do for these reasons and others: 'The book is
almost perfect as you wrote it; the part of the work that pleases me least is my part (underscores Bierce's). I
am surprised that you should yield to the schoolgirl desire for that shallowest of all literary devices, a "happy
ending," by which all the pathos of the book is effaced to "make a woman holiday." It is unworthy of you. So
much vii did I feel this unworthiness that I hesitated a long time before even deciding to have so much of
"odious ingenuity" and "mystery" as your making Benedicta the daughter of the Saltmaster and inventing her
secret love for Ambrosius instead of Rochus. '"Dramatic action," which is no less necessary in a story than in
a play, requires that so far as is possible what takes place shall be seen to take place, not related as having
previously taken place.... Compare Shakespeare's Cymbeline with his better plays. See how he spoiled it the
same way. You need not feel ashamed to err as Shakespeare erred. Indeed, you did better than he, for his
explanations were of things already known to the reader, or spectator, of the play. Your explanations are
needful to an understanding of the things explained; it is they that are needless. All "explanation" is
unspeakably tedious, and is to be cut as short as possible. Far better to have nothing to explain—to show
everything that occurs, in the very act of occurring. We cannot always do that, but we should come as near to
doing it as we can. Anyhow, the "harking back" should not be done at the end of the book, when the
dénouement is already known and the reader's interest in the action exhausted
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From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

Often the book The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Jennifer Handler:

The publication untitled The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter is the guide that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Yvonne Matz:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Lena Garcia:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter was colorful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.
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