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What constitutes “blackness” in American culture? And who gets to define whether or not someone is truly
African American? Is a struggling hip-hop artist more “authentic” than a conservative Supreme Court
justice? In Authentic Blackness J. Martin Favor looks to the New Negro Movement—also known as the
Harlem Renaissance—to explore early challenges to the idea that race is a static category.
Authentic Blackness looks at the place of the “folk”—those African Americans “furthest down,” in the words
of Alain Locke—and how the representation of the folk and the black middle class both spurred the New
Negro Movement and became one of its most serious points of contention. Drawing on vernacular theories of
African American literature from such figures as Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Houston Baker as well as
theorists Judith Butler and Stuart Hall, Favor looks closely at the work of four Harlem Renaissance fiction
writers: James Weldon Johnson, Nella Larsen, George Schuyler, and Jean Toomer. Arguing that each of
these writers had, at best, an ambiguous relationship to African American folk culture, Favor demonstrates
how they each sought to redress the notion of a fixed black identity. Authentic Blackness illustrates how
“race” has functioned as a type of performative discourse, a subjectivity that simultaneously builds and
conceals its connections with such factors as class, gender, sexuality, and geography.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Blackmer:

The book Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make studying a book Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New
Americanists) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New
Americanists). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Linda Pinkerton:

Here thing why this kind of Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New
Americanists) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the
New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the
New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro
Renaissance (New Americanists) in e-book can be your substitute.

Steven Deloatch:

This book untitled Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists) to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Jack Rosa:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Authentic Blackness: The Folk in the
New Negro Renaissance (New Americanists) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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