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Drawing on research from a variety of academic fields, such as archaeology, history, botany, ecology, and
physical science, M. J. Morgan explores the intersection of people and the environment in early eighteenth-
century Illinois Country—a stretch of fecund, alluvial river plain along the Mississippi river. Arguing against
the traditional narrative that describes Illinois as an untouched wilderness until the influx of American
settlers, Morgan illustrates how the story began much earlier.

She focuses her study on early French and Indian communities, and later on the British, nestled within the
tripartite environment of floodplain, riverine cliffs and bluffs, and open, upland till plain/prairie and
examines the impact of these diverse groups of people on the ecological landscape. By placing human lives
within the natural setting of the period—the abundant streams and creeks, the prairies, plants and
wildlife—she traces the environmental change that unfolded across almost a century. She describes how it
was a land in motion; how the occupying peoples used, extracted, and extirpated its resources while
simultaneously introducing new species; and how the flux and flow of life mirrored the movement of the
rivers. Morgan emphasizes the importance of population sequences, the relationship between the aboriginals
and the Europeans, the shared use of resources, and the effects of each on the habitat.

Land of Big Rivers is a unique, many-themed account of the big-picture ecological change that occurred
during the early history of the Illinois Country. It is the first book to consider the environmental aspects of
the Illinois Indian experience and to reconsider the role of the French and British in environmental change in
the mid-Mississippi Valley. It engagingly recreates presettlement Illinois with a remarkable interdisciplinary
approach and provides new details that will encourage understanding of the interaction between physical
geography and the plants, animals, and people in the Illinois Country. Furthermore, it exhibits the importance
of looking at the past in the context of environmental transformation, which is especially relevant in light of
today’s global climate change.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Land of Big Rivers: French and Indian Illinois, 1699-1778
(Shawnee Books) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Diana Chung:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Land of Big Rivers: French and Indian Illinois, 1699-
1778 (Shawnee Books), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Joan McCorkle:

The book untitled Land of Big Rivers: French and Indian Illinois, 1699-1778 (Shawnee Books) contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Robert Price:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Land of Big Rivers: French and Indian Illinois, 1699-1778 (Shawnee
Books) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your
life with that book Land of Big Rivers: French and Indian Illinois, 1699-1778 (Shawnee Books). You can
more appealing than now.
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