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There is no question that the death penalty is disproportionately imposed in cases involving defendants with
mental disabilities. There is clear, systemic bias at all stages of the prosecution and the sentencing process –
in determining who is competent to be executed, in the assessment of mitigation evidence, in the ways that
counsel is assigned, in the ways that jury determinations are often contaminated by stereotyped
preconceptions of persons with mental disabilities, in the ways that cynical expert testimony reflects a
propensity on the part of some experts to purposely distort their testimony in order to achieve desired ends.
These questions are shockingly ignored at all levels of the criminal justice system, and by society in general.

Here, Michael Perlin explores the relationship between mental disabilities and the death penalty and explains
why and how this state of affairs has come to be, to explore why it is necessary to identify the factors that
have contributed to this scandalous and shameful policy morass, to highlight the series of policy choices that
need immediate remediation, and to offer some suggestions that might meaningfully ameliorate the situation.
Using real cases to illustrate the ways in which the persons with mental disabilities are unable to receive fair
treatment during death penalty trials, he demonstrates the depth of the problem and the way it’s been
institutionalized so as to be an accepted part of our system. He calls for a new approach, and greater attention
to the issues that have gone overlooked for so long.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Shepard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Mental Disability and the Death Penalty: The Shame of the States. Try
to make book Mental Disability and the Death Penalty: The Shame of the States as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Betty Sanchez:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Mental Disability and the Death Penalty:
The Shame of the States will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book
with you?

James Ronquillo:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Mental Disability and the Death Penalty: The Shame of the States
had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve Mental Disability and the Death Penalty: The Shame of the States is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Mental
Disability and the Death Penalty: The Shame of the States. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Doris Trumbull:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Mental Disability and the Death Penalty:
The Shame of the States book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.
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