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Planting an Empire explores the social and economic history of the Chesapeake region, revealing a story of
two similar but distinct colonies in early America.

Linked by the Chesapeake Bay, Virginia and Maryland formed a prosperous and politically important region
in British North America before the American Revolution. Yet these "sister" coloniesï¿½alike in climate and
soil, emphasis on tobacco farming, and use of enslaved laborï¿½eventually followed divergent social and
economic paths. Jean B. Russo and J. Elliott Russo review the shared history of these two colonies,
examining not only their unsteady origins, powerful role of tobacco, and the slow development of a settler
society but also the economic disparities and political jealousies that divided them.

Recounting the rich history of the Chesapeake Bay region over a 150-year period, the authors discuss in clear
and accessible prose the key developments common to both colonies as well as important regional events,
including Maryland's "plundering time," Baconï¿½s Rebellion in Virginia, and the opening battles of the
French and Indian War. They explain how the internal differences and regional discord of the seventeenth
century gave way in the eighteenth century to a more coherent regional culture fostered by a shared
commitment to slavery and increasing socio-economic maturity.

Addressing an undergraduate audience, the Russos study not just wealthy plantation owners and government
officials but of all the people involved in planting an empire in the Chesapeake regionï¿½poor and middling
planters, women, Native Americans, enslaved and free blacks, and non-English immigrants. No other book
offers such a comprehensive brief history of the Maryland and Virginia colonies and their place within the
emerging British Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

The actual book Planting an Empire: The Early Chesapeake in British North America (Regional Perspectives
on Early America) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The
book Planting an Empire: The Early Chesapeake in British North America (Regional Perspectives on Early
America) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Antione Wilson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Planting an Empire: The
Early Chesapeake in British North America (Regional Perspectives on Early America).

Billie Brown:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
publication. The book Planting an Empire: The Early Chesapeake in British North America (Regional
Perspectives on Early America) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Kyra Franson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is Planting an Empire: The Early Chesapeake in British North America (Regional
Perspectives on Early America). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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