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In 1752 an enslaved Pennsylvania ironworker named Ned purchased his freedom and moved to Virginia on
the upper James River. Taking the name Edward Tarr, he became the first free black landowner west of the
Blue Ridge. Tarr established a blacksmith shop on the Great Wagon Road from Philadelphia to the Carolinas
and helped found a Presbyterian congregation that exists to this day. Living with him was his white, Scottish
wife, and in a twist that will surprise the modern reader, Tarr’s neighbors accepted his interracial marriage. It
was when a second white woman joined the household that some protested. Tarr’s already dramatic story
took a perilous turn when the predatory son of his last master, a Charleston merchant, abruptly entered his
life in a fraudulent effort to reenslave him. His fate suddenly hinged on his neighbors, who were all that
stood between Tarr and a return to the life of a slave.

This remarkable true story serves as a keyhole narrative, unlocking a new, more complex understanding of
race relations on the American frontier. The vividly drawn portraits of Tarr and the women with whom he
lived, along with a rich set of supporting characters in Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and Virginia, provide
fascinating insight into the journey from slavery to freedom, as well as the challenges of establishing frontier
societies. The story also sheds light on the colonial merchant class, Indian warfare in southwest Virginia, and
slavery’s advent west of the Blue Ridge. Contradicting the popular view of settlers in southern Virginia as
poor, violent, and transient, this book--with its pathbreaking research and gripping narrative--radically
rewrites the history of the colonial backcountry, revealing it to be made up largely of close-knit, rigorously
governed communities.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Nystrom:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do that.
You must know how great along with important the book The Road to Black Ned's Forge: A Story of Race,
Sex, and Trade on the Colonial American Frontier (Early American Histories). All type of book can you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lynne Silva:

Typically the book The Road to Black Ned's Forge: A Story of Race, Sex, and Trade on the Colonial
American Frontier (Early American Histories) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book The Road to Black Ned's Forge: A Story of Race, Sex, and Trade on
the Colonial American Frontier (Early American Histories) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Richard Diller:

Why? Because this The Road to Black Ned's Forge: A Story of Race, Sex, and Trade on the Colonial
American Frontier (Early American Histories) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Floyd Brown:

The Road to Black Ned's Forge: A Story of Race, Sex, and Trade on the Colonial American Frontier (Early
American Histories) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Road to Black Ned's Forge: A
Story of Race, Sex, and Trade on the Colonial American Frontier (Early American Histories) although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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