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In 1882, Thomas Edison and his Edison Electric Light Company unveiled the first large-scale electrical
system in the world to light a stretch of offices in a city. This was a monumental achievement, but it was not
the beginning of the electrical age. The first electric generators were built in the 1830s, the earliest
commercial lighting systems before 1860, and the first commercial application of generator-powered lights
(in lighthouses) in the early 1860s. In Power Struggles, Michael Brian Schiffer examines some of these
earlier efforts, both successful and unsuccessful, that paved the way for Edison. After laying out a unified
theoretical framework for understanding technological change, Schiffer presents a series of fascinating case
studies of pre-Edison electrical technologies, including Volta's electrochemical battery, the blacksmith's
electric motor, the first mechanical generators, Morse's telegraph, the Atlantic cable, and the lighting of the
Capitol dome. Schiffer discusses claims of "practicality" and "impracticality" (sometimes hotly contested)
made for these technologies, and examines the central role of the scientific authority--in particular, the
activities of Joseph Henry, mid-nineteenth-century America's foremost scientist--in determining the fate of
particular technologies. These emerging electrical technologies formed the foundation of the modern
industrial world. Schiffer shows how and why they became commercial products in the context of an
evolving corporate capitalism in which conflicting judgments of practicality sometimes turned into power
struggles.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

The reserve untitled Power Struggles: Scientific Authority and the Creation of Practical Electricity Before
Edison (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation series) is the guide that recommended to you
to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Power Struggles: Scientific Authority and the Creation of
Practical Electricity Before Edison (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation series) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jose Gray:

The actual book Power Struggles: Scientific Authority and the Creation of Practical Electricity Before
Edison (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation series) has a lot of information on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Ann Strickland:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Power Struggles: Scientific Authority and the
Creation of Practical Electricity Before Edison (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation
series), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Janice Evans:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Power Struggles: Scientific Authority and the
Creation of Practical Electricity Before Edison (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation series)
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Power Struggles:
Scientific Authority and the Creation of Practical Electricity Before Edison (Lemelson Center Studies in
Invention and Innovation series) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one



e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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