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Pulitzer Prize–winning poet Philip Levine published Sweet Will, his eleventh volume of poems, in 1985. His
last book with Atheneum, it has been unavailable for many years. Because of its subdued and thoughtful
nature, it was seen as a transitional book for Levine, one that presaged the tone of much that was to come.
Peter Stitt, writing in the Kenyon Review, called it “the quietest book that Philip Levine has ever written,”
concluding that “though the river that glides through it is still on the surface, the sweetness of its will runs
deep indeed.” And Dave Smith, writing in Poetry, delighted in the poems of “emergent tenderness and
faith,” and claimed that “linking himself to Wordsworth, who loved this world uncommonly in uncommon
poetry, Philip Levine has lifted his moral tale to the level of joyful celebration.”

The poems in Sweet Will are set in Detroit, California, New York, Europe, and the country of memory. Their
aim is to bring the overlooked events of daily life into a sharper focus that transcends the ordinary. At the
time of its original publication, the book was seen as an attempt to bring together the themes and methods of
Levine’s early, groundbreaking work: the anger of They Feed They Lion, the family concerns of 1933, the
characters of The Names of the Lost, and the hopes of One for the Rose. Yet it is clearly a mid-career book
composed by a poet who can begin to look back in tranquility at a tempestuous life.

The poems, including the long meditation of more than five hundred lines, “A Poem with No Ending,” are
beautiful and essential. Restored to print, they will resonate with readers who love both the earlier and the
later work of one of our most important poets. 
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From reader reviews:

Irene Justice:

This book untitled Sweet Will to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this
guide from your list.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Sweet Will that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
are able to pick Sweet Will become your own starter.

Sharon Brogdon:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Sweet
Will provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Deborah Fishman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Sweet Will was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Sweet Will has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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