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For more than two centuries the idea of the nation-state has been widespread. The expression is now widely
used and is even to be unavoidable. The 'nation-state' implies that the population of a state should be
homogenous in terms of language, religion, and ethnicity; the nation and the state should coincide. However
history demonstrates that there never has been, and there never will be, a nation-state. Human diversity is
manifest in states of all sizes, locations,
and origins. This wide-ranging book argues that there should be no regret in the recognition of this empirical
reality, since the notion of a nation-state has been the justification for some of the worst atrocities in human
history. Since the nation-state is impossible, all states are cosmopolitan in
character. They are cosmopolitan regardless of the language of their constitutions or official teaching and
regardless of the extent to which they officially recognize their own diversity. The most successful states are
those which are most successful in their own forms of cosmopolitanism. Cosmopolitan ways are infinitely
varied, however, and must be sought in the intricate workings of individual states.

The cosmopolitan character of states is necessarily reflected in their law. The main instruments of legal
cosmopolitanism have been those of common laws, constitutionalism, and what is best described as
institutional cosmopolitanism. The relative importance of these legal instruments has changed over time but
all three have been constantly operative, even in times of attempted national and territorial closure. All three
remain present in the contemporary cosmopolitan state, understood in terms
of cosmopolitan citizens, cosmopolitan sources and cosmopolitan thought. The cosmopolitan state is,
moreover, the only appropriate conceptualization of the state in a time of globalization.

This book outlines the subtlety of the law of cosmopolitan states, law which has survived through periods of
nationalism and which provides the working methods for the reconciliation of diverse populations.
Combining law, history, political science, political philosophy, international relations, and the new logics, it
demonstrates that the idea of the nation-state has failed and should yield to an understanding of the state as
necessarily cosmopolitan in character. This will be invaluable
reading to all those interested in constitutional law, international law, and political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Maguire:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The
Cosmopolitan State (Oxford Constitutional Theory) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Cosmopolitan State (Oxford Constitutional
Theory)is the main of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Nguyen:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Cosmopolitan State (Oxford
Constitutional Theory) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Adela Valenti:

Beside that The Cosmopolitan State (Oxford Constitutional Theory) in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have The Cosmopolitan State (Oxford Constitutional Theory) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it
from right now!

Maranda Shoemaker:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Cosmopolitan State (Oxford Constitutional
Theory) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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