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Based on a riveting historical episode, The Stalin Epigram is a fictional rendering of the life of Osip
Mandelstam, perhaps the greatest Russian poet of the twentieth century -- and one of the few artists in Soviet
Russia who daringly refused to pay creative homage to Joseph Stalin. The poet's defiance of the Kremlin
dictator and the Bolshevik regime -- particularly his outspoken criticism of Stalin's collectivization rampage
that drove millions of Russian peasants to starvation -- reached its climax in 1934 when Mandelstam, putting
his life on the line, composed a searing indictment of Stalin in a sixteen-line epigram and secretly recited it
to a handful of friends and fellow artists.

Would Stalin and his merciless state security apparatus get wind of this brazenly insulting poem? Would the
poet's body and spirit be crushed under the weight of the state if they did?

Narrated in turn by Mandelstam himself, his devoted wife, his great friends the poets Boris Pasternak and
Anna Akhmatova, along with vivid fictional characters, The Stalin Epigram is the page-turning tale of
courage and the human spirit told in deftly poetic prose by a perceptive, talented writer. With the benefit of
extraordinary research and an almost mystical empathy, bestselling author Robert Littell has drawn a
fictional portrait of the beleaguered poet struggling to survive the running riot of Stalinist Russia in the
1930s. This memorable novel culminates in a wholly unexpected encounter that illuminates the agonizing
choices Russian intellectuals faced during the Stalinist terror and explains what drew Robert Littell to the
poignant subject in the first place.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Stalin Epigram: A Novel. Try to make book The Stalin Epigram: A
Novel as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Terry Dansby:

The ability that you get from The Stalin Epigram: A Novel is the more deep you digging the information that
hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand
but The Stalin Epigram: A Novel giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this The Stalin Epigram: A Novel instantly.

Robert Collado:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Stalin Epigram: A Novel your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before.
The The Stalin Epigram: A Novel giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Karen Garcia:

The Stalin Epigram: A Novel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Stalin Epigram: A Novel but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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