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In Tours of Vietnam, Scott Laderman demonstrates how tourist literature has shaped Americans’
understanding of Vietnam and projections of United States power since the mid-twentieth century. Laderman
analyzes portrayals of Vietnam’s land, history, culture, economy, and people in travel narratives, U.S.
military guides, and tourist guidebooks, pamphlets, and brochures. Whether implying that Vietnamese
women were in need of saving by “manly” American military power or celebrating the neoliberal reforms
Vietnam implemented in the 1980s, ostensibly neutral guides have repeatedly represented events,
particularly those related to the Vietnam War, in ways that favor the global ambitions of the United States.

Tracing a history of ideological assertions embedded in travel discourse, Laderman analyzes the use of
tourism in the Republic of Vietnam as a form of Cold War cultural diplomacy by a fledgling state that,
according to one pamphlet published by the Vietnamese tourism authorities, was joining the “family of free
nations.” He chronicles the evolution of the Defense Department pocket guides to Vietnam, the first of
which, published in 1963, promoted military service in Southeast Asia by touting the exciting opportunities
offered by Vietnam to sightsee, swim, hunt, and water-ski. Laderman points out that, despite historians’
ongoing and well-documented uncertainty about the facts of the 1968 “Hue Massacre” during the National
Liberation Front’s occupation of the former imperial capital, the incident often appears in English-language
guidebooks as a settled narrative of revolutionary Vietnamese atrocity. And turning to the War Remnants
Museum in Ho Chi Minh City, he notes that, while most contemporary accounts concede that the United
States perpetrated gruesome acts of violence in Vietnam, many tourists and travel writers still dismiss the
museum’s display of that record as little more than “propaganda.”
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From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Tours of Vietnam:
War, Travel Guides, and Memory (American Encounters/Global Interactions) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Tours of Vietnam: War, Travel
Guides, and Memory (American Encounters/Global Interactions)is one of several books that everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Frances Carpenter:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Tours of Vietnam: War, Travel Guides, and Memory (American Encounters/Global Interactions), it
is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Linda Bryant:

The book untitled Tours of Vietnam: War, Travel Guides, and Memory (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Tours of Vietnam: War,
Travel Guides, and Memory (American Encounters/Global Interactions) from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Hoyt Moore:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Tours of



Vietnam: War, Travel Guides, and Memory (American Encounters/Global Interactions) provide you with
new experience in examining a book.
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