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For ten months of the year, the prairie-chicken’s drab colors allow it to disappear into the landscape.
However, in April and May this grouse is one of the most outrageously flamboyant birds in North America.
Competing with each other for the attention of females, males gather before dawn in an explosion of sights
and sounds—“booming from the mists of nowhere,” as Aldo Leopold wrote decades ago. There’s nothing
else like it, and it is perilously close to being lost. In this book, ecologist Greg Hoch shows that we can
ensure that this iconic bird flourishes once again.

Skillfully interweaving lyrical accounts from early settlers, hunters, and pioneer naturalists with recent
scientific research on the grouse and its favored grasslands, Hoch reveals that the prairie-chicken played a
key role in the American settlement of the Midwest. Many hungry pioneers regularly shot and ate the bird, as
well as trapping hundreds of thousands, shipping them eastward by the trainload for coastal suppers. As a
result of both hunting and habitat loss, the bird’s numbers plummeted to extinction across 90 percent of its
original habitat. Iowa, whose tallgrass prairies formed the very center of the greater prairie-chicken’s range,
no longer supports a native population of the bird most symbolic of prairie habitat.

The steep decline in the prairie-chicken population is one of the great tragedies of twentieth-century wildlife
management and agricultural practices. However, Hoch gives us reason for optimism. These birds can thrive
in agriculturally productive grasslands. Careful grazing, reduced use of pesticides, well-placed wildlife
corridors, planned burning, higher plant, animal, and insect diversity: these are the keys. If enough blocks of
healthy grasslands are scattered over the midwestern landscape, there will be prairie-chickens—and many of
their fellow creatures of the tall grasses. Farmers, ranchers, conservationists, and citizens can reverse the
decline of grassland birds and insure that future generations will hear the booming of the prairie-chicken.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Sheffield:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the
Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a book Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the
Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Williams:

The experience that you get from Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-
Chicken (Bur Oak Book) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Booming from
the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who
read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The
Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book) instantly.

Jody Tolar:

The particular book Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur
Oak Book) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book
Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Ivan Dinkel:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken
(Bur Oak Book) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading



sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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