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Frances E. W. Harper is a central figure in the history of nineteenth- and twentieth-century African-
American literature and intellectual thought. The foremost poet of the "free colored community," she was
also a lecturer,

educator, essayist, and novelist. A prolific champion of the abolitionist and feminist causes, she has come to
be recognized for the critical role she played in the rise of the women's movement, particularly in the
development of the black women's movement. Yet neither her art nor her political insight was preserved by
subsequent generations until recently.

In this important study, poet Melba Joyce Boyd analyzes Harper not simply as a feminist and an activist, but
as a writer. Boyd reads her in context, placing Harper's life, poetry, novels, and speeches within the
nineteenth century African-American quest for

"freedom and literacy."

Harper's genius is illuminated as Boyd traces her radicalism through her struggles with issues of race,
gender, and class, and the other personal and social injustices she

confronted. Discarded Legacy comprises three parts: "The Abolitionist Years," "The Pursuit of the Promised
Land," and "The Woman's Era." These divisions characterize the thrust of the historical periods which
encompass Harper's lifetime and the thematic

focus of her writings. Though Harper's primary political emphasis is on slavery and the Reconstruction, she
sustains a strong feminist voice throughout these times and in all of her writings. Likewise, during the
women's era, she maintains an anti-racist stance and strongly criticizes racism in white

feminist politics.

Boyd's response to Harper's work is interactive and improvisational, and whenever possible, she maintains
Harper's voice, allowing her to speak about her own work. When analyzing Harper's language, Boyd
provides insight into Harper's aesthetic by

discussing the writings thematically and structurally within a biographical framework. Finally, by examining
Harper's use of traditional poetic techniques, language, oral tradition forms, and other tools, Boyd

demonstrates how Harper's art and politics are synthesized into a dynamic whole.

This book weaves Harper's radical vision with the intuitive and analytical dimensions of her imagination and



language. Through perceptive explication of Harper's writings and

consideration of her thematic inclinations and political and social affiliations, Boyd is able to show how
Harper crafted her subjects and how the literature and speeches interrelated

in theme and historical experience. Boyd has successfully arranged Harper's work in a manner that connects
our present to Harper's past and that re-envisions her consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Stockton:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Discarded Legacy: Politics
and Poetics in the Life of Frances E. W. Harper, 1825-1911 (African American Life Series) book as this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michele Williams:

This Discarded Legacy: Politics and Poetics in the Life of Frances E. W. Harper, 1825-1911 (African
American Life Series) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using
great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Discarded Legacy: Politics and Poetics in the Life of
Frances E. W. Harper, 1825-1911 (African American Life Series) in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt in which?

Fred Simpson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Discarded Legacy: Politics and Poetics in the Life of Frances E. W. Harper, 1825-1911 (African
American Life Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Monica Bonner:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Discarded Legacy: Politics and Poetics in
the Life of Frances E. W. Harper, 1825-1911 (African American Life Series) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward



book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Discarded Legacy:
Politics and Poetics in the Life of Frances E. W. Harper, 1825-1911 (African American Life Series) can to be
your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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