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Knowing Victims explores the theme of victimhood in contemporary feminism and politics. It focuses on
popular and scholarly constructions of feminism as ‘victim feminism’ – an ideology of passive victimhood
that denies women’s agency – and provides the first comprehensive analysis of the debate about this
ideology which has unfolded among feminists since the 1980s.

The book critically examines a movement away from the language of victimhood across a wide array of
discourses, and the neoliberal replacement of the concept of structural oppression with the concept of
personal responsibility. In derogating the notion of ‘victim,’ neoliberalism promotes a conception of
victimization as subjective rather than social, a state of mind, rather than a worldly situation.

Drawing upon Nietzsche, Lyotard, rape crisis feminism and feminist philosophy, Stringer situates feminist
politicizations of rape, interpersonal violence, economic inequality and welfare reform as key sites of
resistance to the victim-blaming logic of neoliberalism. She suggests that although recent feminist critiques
of ‘victim feminism’ have critically diagnosed the anti-victim movement, they have not positively defended
victim politics. Stringer argues that a conception of the victim as an agentic bearer of knowledge, and an
understanding of resentment as a generative force for social change, provides a potent counter to the negative
construction of victimhood characteristic of the neoliberal era.

This accessible and insightful analysis of feminism, neoliberalism and the social construction of victimhood
will be of great interest to researchers and students in the disciplines of gender and women’s studies,
psychology, sociology, politics and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Norma Dickerson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Knowing Victims:
Feminism, agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology). All type of book are you
able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Terry Pullen:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Knowing
Victims: Feminism, agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) book because
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Sheila Whitley:

Why? Because this Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and
Psychology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include
such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christopher Rangel:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is named of book Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and
Psychology). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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