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Structured in three parts, On the Material is a meditation on language, geography, socio-economics and the
body, moving from the glut of fossil-fuelled consumer excess to the materiality of a single book.

Composed almost entirely of quatrains (each page being comprised of four four-line stanzas) and written
while travelling through North America in 2008, “4 × 4” navigates issues of space and movement in the
global age. As economies crumble, ecosystems fail and peak oil approaches, Collis records the production of
a disarticulation of social discourse that our consumer society has generated: “After all we made money out
of matter here / Now condos shield us from the computer hum / Of on-line trading and wars ?ash on ?at
screens / As 4 × 4s cool and ping mud covered in double garages.”

In its bridging second section, “I Fought the Lyric and the Lyric Won,” the desire to express wins out over
the desire to possess. Beauty, contemplation and human communication seem to have abandoned the world,
and their absence from the everyday has re-engaged the poet’s struggle with language—has left a need to
reinvent human discourse and its attendant relations.

The third section, “Gail’s Books,” is a sequence of poems in memory of Stephen Collis’s sister, Gail
Tulloch. A month after Gail’s death from cancer in 2002, a ?re destroyed her house, removing every material
reminder of her from the earth. All that remained was one book recovered from a pool of water in the ruins
after the ?re. Dried in the air, this book, and those Collis had previously borrowed from his sister, become a
way for the poet to read back into the elemental heart of absence and loss—the “material” of the books
displacing, and in some way recovering, how language holds the materiality of the physical world.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Dugan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled On the Material. Try to the actual book On the Material as your good
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

John Casteel:

On the Material can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing On the Material yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

John Hawkins:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The On the
Material will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

John Wiser:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through
the book On the Material we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life with that book On the Material. You can more desirable than now.
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