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Britains precipitous and ill-planned disengagement from India in 1947--condemned as a shameful flight by
Winston Churchill--had a truly catastrophic effect on South Asia, leaving hundreds of thousands of people
dead in its wake and creating a legacy of chaos, hatred, and war that has lasted over half a century. Ranging
from the fall of Singapore in 1942 to the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948, Shameful Flight
provides a vivid behind-the-scenes look at Britains decision to divest itself from the crown jewel of its
empire. Stanley Wolpert, a leading authority on Indian history, paints memorable portraits of all the key
participants, including Gandhi, Churchill, Attlee, Nehru, and Jinnah, with special focus on British viceroy,
Lord Louis Mountbatten. Wolpert places the blame for the catastrophe largely on Mountbatten, the
flamboyant cousin of the king, who rushed the process of nationhood along at an absurd pace. The viceroys
worst blunder was the impetuous drawing of new border lines through the middle of Punjab and Bengal.
Virtually everyone involved advised Mountbatten that to partition those provinces was a calamitous mistake
that would unleash uncontrollable violence. Indeed, as Wolpert shows, civil unrest among Muslims, Hindus,
and Sikhs escalated as Independence Day approached, and when the new boundary lines were announced,
arson, murder, and mayhem erupted. Partition uprooted over ten million people, 500,000 to a million of
whom died in the ensuing inferno. Here then is the dramatic story of a truly pivotal moment in the history of
India, Pakistan, and Britain, an event that ignited fires of continuing political unrest that still burn in South
Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Campbell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which you should start with. This Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire
in India is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Jesus Loveless:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Shameful Flight: The Last
Years of the British Empire in India book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Christina Fitts:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular
Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Dixie Santiago:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the
British Empire in India or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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