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Contradiction and ambiguity are essential to the poetry of Madeline DeFrees. Her work is concentrated,
multi-layered, spliced with humor and characterized by a passionate interest in every aspect of words: their
literal and figurative meanings and associations; their histories, usage, disappearances, and resurrections. In
her recent poems she approaches complex subjects with a new clarity, the dividend of a long investment in
the art of writing.

Just as her poetry demands distance from personal biography and revelation, it is also deeply affected by her
own life story, most profoundly her 38-year tenure as a nun. Throughout her writing career—from her early
poems written under the name Sister Mary Gilbert, to her newest ones in which she casts a lifelong glance
back through history and lineage—the need to reclaim individual identity is balanced against the
relinquishment of the self.

From Going Back to the Convent

What was I running from
or into? The uneasy light of the senior
prom? Mother's dream of a a child bride, supported by
pennies from heaven? Or was it the writing
life laid as a sacrifice to a jealous god
on the tomb of the woman
I'd hoped to become?
Whatever it was, it will soon
Be over. I write this now to reclaim it.

A student of John Berryman, Karl Shapiro, and Robert Fitzgerald, Madeline DeFrees has taught generations
of poets and poetry students, and earned widespread acclaim for her own work. Madeline DeFrees has taught
throughout the US, including at the University of Montana and the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
where she directed its Creative Writing program. She presently lives in Seattle, WA.
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From reader reviews:

Ollie Johnson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-
2001 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Robert Collado:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001 is
kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Lee Witherspoon:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001 why because
the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Irene Navarro:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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