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Narratives of contemporary Spanish writer Soledad Puértolas (1947-), inducted into the Real Academia
Española in 2010, depict the psychological struggles of the individual in postmodern democratic European
society. Puértolas’s realist style emphasizes storytelling and character portrayal, and her urban middle-class
characters seek satisfying interactions with others and a sense of purpose. Memory aids characters in their
quest for meaning and identity, and their use of memory reveals their self-perception and outlook on life.
This book maps four ways in which Puértolas’s narratives use memory to approach the fundamental problem
of the individual’s search for purpose and identity.

Some characters are burdened by memory in certain texts, especially Días del Arenal (1992) and Burdeos
(1986). Reflection upon a painful self-defining memory affects their present mood and behavior. For some,
this burden causes them to withdraw or to act irresponsibly; others accept and overcome the scars of the past.
A second type of character takes an escapist approach to memory, as seen in Queda la noche (1989). Their
nostalgic retreat indicates a restless dissatisfaction with the present. In a third type of memory, a secondary
character provides the organizing force behind a protagonist’s reminiscences, often an extroverted foil to
highlight the protagonist’s introspective nature. Memory of the relationship motivates the protagonist to
mentally order his or her own life through the life review process; Una vida inesperada (1997) and La
señora Berg (1998) provide examples. Finally, in the amnesic mode, Puértolas departs from realism to
experiment with different forms of amnesia, as in La rosa de plata (1999) and Si al atardecer llegara el
mensajero (1995). Memory loss highlights the centrality of memory to personhood and identity, while at the
same time it draws attention to the inadequacy of memory to explain the totality of existence.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Memory and Identity in the Narratives of Soledad Puértolas: Constructing the Past and the Self, it is possible
to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a reserve.

Orville Norman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Memory and Identity in
the Narratives of Soledad Puértolas: Constructing the Past and the Self which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Michelle Han:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Memory and Identity in the Narratives of
Soledad Puértolas: Constructing the Past and the Self was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Memory and Identity in the Narratives of Soledad Puértolas: Constructing the Past
and the Self has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading this.

James Matter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Memory and Identity in the Narratives of Soledad Puértolas: Constructing the Past and
the Self when you desired it?
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