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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishness is a function of ethnicity, of
nationality, of religion, or of all three. These fundamental conceptions were already in place in antiquity. The
peculiar combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize Jewishness through the
centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E. This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one
of the most complex issues of late antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen moves on to discuss what made
or did not make Jewish identity during the period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of
intermarriage, matrilineal descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study is unique in that it draws on a wide range of sources: Jewish literature written in Greek,
classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many
of the central rabbinic texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries,
Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) can be good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Charles English:

Often the book The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and
Society) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

April Hall:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties,
Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Houston Estes:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties
(Hellenistic Culture and Society) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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