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In The Work of Self-Representation Ivy Schweitzer examines early American poetry through the critical lens
of gender. Her concern is not the inclusion of female writers into the canon; rather, she analyzes how the
metaphors of "woman" and "feminine" function in Puritan religious and literary discourse to represent both
the "otherness" of spiritual experience and the ways in which race and class function to keep the "other" in
marginalized positions.

Schwetizer argues that gender was for seventeenth-century new England -- and still is today -- a basic and
most politically charged metaphor for the differences that shape identity and determine cultural position. To
glimpse the struggle between gender ideology and experience, Schweitzer provides close readings of the
poetry of four New Englanders writing between the Great Migration and the first wave of the Great
Awakening: John Fiske, Edward Taylor, Anne Bradstreet, and Roger Williams.

Schweitzer focuses exclusively on lyric poetry, she says, because a first-person speaker wrestling with the
intricacies of individual consciousness provides fruitful ground for exploring the politics of voice and
identity and especially problems of authority, intertextuality, and positionality. Fiske and Taylor define the
orthodox tradition, and Bradstreet and Williams in different ways challenge it. Her treatment of the familiar
poetry of Bradstreet and Taylor is solidly grounded in historical and literary scholarship yet suggestive of the
new insights gained from a gender analysis, while discussions of Fiske and Williams bring their little-known
lyric work to light.

Taken together, these poets' texts illustrate the cultural construction of a troubled masculinity and an
idealized, effaced femininity implicit in the Puritan notion of redeemed subjectivity, and constitute a
profoundly disturbing and resilient part of our Puritan legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Smith:

The book The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American
Culture) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry
in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture) to become your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry
in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

John Tillery:

This The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American
Culture) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Work of Self-
Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture) without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry
The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture)
can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New
England (Gender and American Culture) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Stephen Hancock:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from
it. It is referred to as of book The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England
(Gender and American Culture). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Keith Robertson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very



important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can you go
onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial
New England (Gender and American Culture).
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