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The Riveting Story of the Federal City and the Men Who Built It

In 1814, British troops invaded Washington, consuming President Madison’s hastily abandoned dinner
before setting his home and the rest of the city ablaze. The White House still bears scorch and soot marks on
its foundation stones. It was only after this British lesson in “hard war,” designed to terrorize, that Americans
overcame their resistance to the idea of Washington as the nation’s capital and embraced it as a symbol of
American might and unity.

The dramatic story of how the capital rose from a wilderness is a vital chapter in American history, filled
with intrigue and outsized characters–from George Washington to Pierre Charles L’Enfant, the eccentric,
passionate, difficult architect who fell in love with his adopted country. This Frenchman–both inspired by the
American cause of liberty and wounded while defending it–first endeared himself to then General
Washington with a sketch drawn at Valley Forge. Designing buildings, parades, medals, and coins, L’Enfant
became the creator of a new American aesthetic, but the early tastemaker had ambition and pride to match
his talent. Self-serving and incapable of compromise, he was consumed with his artistic dream of the Federal
City, eventually alienating even the president, his onetime champion.

Washington struggled to balance L’Enfant’s enthusiasm for his brilliant design with the strident opposition
of fiscal conservatives such as Thomas Jefferson, whose counsel eventually led to L’Enfant’s dismissal. The
friendships, rivalries, and conflicting ideologies of the principals in this drama–as revealed in their
deceptively genteel correspondence and other historical sources–mirror the struggles of a fledgling nation to
form a kind of government the world had not yet known.

In these pages, as in Last Train to Paradise and Meet You in Hell, master storyteller Les Standiford once
again tells a compelling, uniquely American story of hubris and achievement, with a man of epic ambition at
its center. Utterly absorbing and scrupulously researched, Washington Burning offers a fresh perspective on
the birth of not just a city, but a nation.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Washington Burning: How a Frenchman's Vision for Our
Nation's Capital Survived Congress, the Founding Fathers, and the Invading British Army was making you
to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The publication Washington Burning: How a Frenchman's Vision for Our Nation's
Capital Survived Congress, the Founding Fathers, and the Invading British Army is not only giving you
more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Washington Burning: How a Frenchman's
Vision for Our Nation's Capital Survived Congress, the Founding Fathers, and the Invading British Army.
You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Brenda Gregg:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Washington Burning: How a Frenchman's Vision for Our
Nation's Capital Survived Congress, the Founding Fathers, and the Invading British Army, you are able to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jessie Orlando:

Beside this particular Washington Burning: How a Frenchman's Vision for Our Nation's Capital Survived
Congress, the Founding Fathers, and the Invading British Army in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Washington Burning: How a Frenchman's Vision for Our Nation's Capital Survived Congress, the
Founding Fathers, and the Invading British Army because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Susan Munoz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to



understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with
regards to something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of
them is Washington Burning: How a Frenchman's Vision for Our Nation's Capital Survived Congress, the
Founding Fathers, and the Invading British Army.
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