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“Combin[es] matters of biography, science, engineering, technology, art, history, economics and politics
seemingly effortlessly and definitely seamlessly. An excellent book and a joy to read.”—Henry Petroski,
Wall Street Journal

Augustin Fresnel (1788–1827) shocked the scientific elite with his unique understanding of the physics of
light. The lens he invented was a brilliant feat of engineering that made lighthouses blaze many times
brighter, farther, and more efficiently. Battling the establishment, his own poor health, and the limited
technology of the time, Fresnel was able to achieve his goal of illuminating the entire French coast. At first,
the British sought to outdo the new Fresnel-equipped lighthouses as a matter of national pride. Americans,
too, resisted abandoning their primitive lamps, but the superiority of the Fresnel lens could not be denied for
long. Soon, from Dunkirk to Saigon, shores were brightened with it.  The Fresnel legacy played an important
role in geopolitical events, including the American Civil War. No sooner were Fresnel lenses finally installed
along U.S. shores than they were drafted: the Union blockaded the Confederate coast; the Confederacy set
about thwarting it by dismantling and hiding or destroying the powerful new lights.

Levitt’s scientific and historical account, rich in anecdote and personality, brings to life the fascinating
untold story of Augustin Fresnel and his powerful invention.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Townsend:

The book A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve A
Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Horowitz:

The feeling that you get from A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern
Lighthouse is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel
and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that
A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse instantly.

Juan Moses:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern
Lighthouse it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Brandy Felts:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel
and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world



considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel
and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse become your personal starter.
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