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In this moving and thoughtful book, Kathleen Woodward explores the politics and poetics of the emotions,
focusing on American culture since the 1960s. She argues that we are constrained in terms of gender, race,
and age by our culture’s scripts for “emotional” behavior and that the accelerating impoverishment of
interiority is a symptom of our increasingly media-saturated culture. She also shows how we can be
empowered by stories that express our experience, revealing the value of our emotions as a crucial form of
intelligence.

Referring discreetly to her own experience, Woodward examines the interpenetration of social structures and
subjectivity, considering how psychological emotions are social phenomena, with feminist anger, racial
shame, old-age depression, and sympathy for non-human cyborgs (including robots) as key cases in point.
She discusses how emerging institutional and discursive structures engender “new” affects that in turn can
help us understand our changing world if we are attentive to them—the “statistical panic” produced by the
risk society, with its numerical portents of disease and mortality; the rage prompted by impenetrable and
bloated bureaucracies; the brutal shame experienced by those caught in the crossfire of the media; and the
conservative compassion that is not an emotion at all, only an empty political slogan.

The orbit of Statistical Panic is wide, drawing in feminist theory, critical phenomenology, and recent
theories of the emotions. But at its heart are stories. As an antidote to the vacuous dramas of media culture,
with its mock emotions and scattershot sensations, Woodward turns to the autobiographical narrative. Stories
of illness—by Joan Didion, Yvonne Rainer, Paul Monette, and Alice Wexler, among others—receive special
attention, with the inexhaustible emotion of grief framing the book as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Seay:

The event that you get from Statistical Panic: Cultural Politics and Poetics of the Emotions (e-Duke books
scholarly collection.) is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Statistical Panic: Cultural
Politics and Poetics of the Emotions (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) giving you joy feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having that Statistical Panic: Cultural Politics and Poetics of the Emotions (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) instantly.

Lynne Silva:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Statistical Panic:
Cultural Politics and Poetics of the Emotions (e-Duke books scholarly collection.).

Latonya Sams:

This Statistical Panic: Cultural Politics and Poetics of the Emotions (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is
great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word
or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Statistical Panic: Cultural Politics and Poetics of the Emotions (e-Duke books
scholarly collection.) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So
, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Betty Brown:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books.



Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Statistical Panic: Cultural Politics and
Poetics of the Emotions (e-Duke books scholarly collection.). This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication
you can get many advantages.
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