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Theodor W. Adorno and Jnrgen Habermas both champion the goal of a rational society. However, they differ
significantly about what this society should look like and how best to achieve it. Exploring the premises
shared by both critical theorists, along with their profound disagreements about social conditions today, this
book defends Adorno against Habermas' influential criticisms of his account of Western society and
prospects for achieving reasonable conditions of human life. The book begins with an overview of these
critical theories of Western society. Both Adorno and Habermas follow Georg Lukacs when they argue that
domination consists in the reifying extension of a calculating, rationalizing form of thought to all areas of
human life. Their views about reification are discussed in the second chapter. In chapter three the author
explores their conflicting accounts of the historical emergence and development of the type of rationality
now prevalent in the West. Since Adorno and Habermas claim to have a critical purchase on reified social
life, the critical leverage of their theories is assessed in chapter four. The final chapter deals with their
opposing views about what a rational society would look like, as well as their claims about the prospects for
establishing such a society. Adorno, Habermas and the Search for a Rational Society will be essential
reading for students and researchers of critical theory, political theory and the work of Adorno and
Habermas.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Adorno, Habermas and the Search for a
Rational Society (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) book because book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

William Painter:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book Adorno, Habermas and the Search for a Rational Society (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book has high quality.

William Fuller:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Adorno, Habermas and the Search for a Rational Society
(Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Rebecca Kendrick:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Adorno,
Habermas and the Search for a Rational Society (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) provide



you with new experience in studying a book.
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