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In this intellectual history of American liberalism during the second half of the nineteenth century, Leslie
Butler examines a group of nationally prominent and internationally oriented writers who sustained an
American tradition of self-consciously progressive and cosmopolitan reform. She addresses how these men
established a critical perspective on American racism, materialism, and jingoism in the decades between the
1850s and the 1890s while she recaptures their insistence on the ability of ordinary citizens to work toward
their limitless potential as intelligent and moral human beings.

At the core of Butler's study are the writers George William Curtis, Thomas Wentworth Higginson, James
Russell Lowell, and Charles Eliot Norton, a quartet of friends who would together define the humane
liberalism of America's late Victorian middle class. In creative engagement with such British intellectuals as
John Stuart Mill, Thomas Carlyle, Matthew Arnold, Leslie Stephen, John Ruskin, James Bryce, and Goldwin
Smith, these "critical Americans" articulated political ideals and cultural standards to suit the burgeoning
mass democracy the Civil War had created. This transatlantic framework informed their notions of educative
citizenship, print-based democratic politics, critically informed cultural dissemination, and a temperate,
deliberative foreign policy. Butler argues that a careful reexamination of these strands of late nineteenth-
century liberalism can help enrich a revitalized liberal tradition at the outset of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Critical Americans:
Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal Reform? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Malcolm Khan:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Critical Americans:
Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal Reform suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Critical Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and
Transatlantic Liberal Reformis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired
a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

John Lopez:

The reserve with title Critical Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal Reform includes a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Alice Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a reserve. The book Critical Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal
Reform it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
features high quality.
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