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Vincent Ferrer (1350–1419), a celebrated Dominican preacher from Valencia, was revered as a living saint
during his lifetime, receiving papal canonization within fifty years of his death. In The Saint and the
Chopped-Up Baby, Laura Ackerman Smoller recounts the fascinating story of how Vincent became the
subject of widespread devotion, ranging from the saint's tomb in Brittany to cult centers in Spain, Italy,
France, Germany, and Latin America, where Vincent is still venerated today. Along the way, Smoller traces
the long and sometimes contentious process of establishing a stable image of a new saint.

Vincent came to be epitomized by a singularly arresting miracle tale in which a mother kills, chops up, and
cooks her own baby, only to have the child restored to life by the saint’s intercession. This miracle became a
key emblem in the official portrayal of the saint promoted by the papal court and the Dominican order, still
haunted by the memory of the Great Schism (1378–1414) that had rent the Catholic Church for nearly forty
years. Vincent, however, proved to be a potent religious symbol for others whose agendas did not necessarily
align with those of Rome. Whether shoring up the political legitimacy of Breton or Aragonese rulers,
proclaiming a new plague saint, or trumpeting their own holiness, individuals imposed their own meanings
on the Dominican saint.

Drawing on nuanced readings of canonization inquests, hagiography, liturgical sources, art, and devotional
materials, Smoller tracks these various appropriations from the time of Vincent’s 1455 canonization through
the eve of the Enlightenment. In the process, she brings to life a long, raucous discussion ranging over many
centuries. The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby restores the voices of that conversation in all its complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

This The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe
book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of
Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby:
The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe can bring any time you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern
Europe having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Glenn Remaley:

The reserve with title The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and
Early Modern Europe includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

John Edwards:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult
of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and Early Modern Europe can give you a lot of close friends because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer in Medieval and
Early Modern Europe.

Thomas Taylor:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Saint and the Chopped-Up Baby: The Cult of Vincent Ferrer
in Medieval and Early Modern Europe was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the



book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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