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Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1.3 (A), Bielefeld
University (Faculty for Literature Science and Linguistics), course: Seminar: American Literature and
Culture, 1800-1865, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Supernatural elements as a
part of literature and art are nowadays very popular. There are different authors like Wolfgang Hohlbein
taking up this topic in German literature as well. The short stories "Rip van Winkle" and "The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow" which were published in 1820, experienced their renaissance in cinema over the past few
years. In 1999 the American director Tim Burton, known for his interest in fantastic stories, used "The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow" as a model for his movie simply called Sleepy Hollow.

For this term paper it is necessary to take a look at Washington Irving as a romantic writer to understand his
works in a wider context. Irving combined European and American aspects of romanticism. The political
situation of the U.S.A. around 1800 is also important, because in his works Irving refers to it again and
again. He tried to resolve the American identity crisis through his fiction. Furthermore I would like to
examine closely what is supernatural about the stories mentioned and I will compare the supernatural
elements of the stories. I would like to find out, if there is any difference in Washington Irving′s use of the
supernatural elements and in which way these possible differences influence the plots of the stories. Before
that is possible, at first the phenomenon of "The Supernatural" has to be defined and the differences between
similar phenomena like "The Fantastic" and "The Miraculous" have to be pointed out carefully. Chapter four
serves this purpose. The knowledge about "The Supernatural" can then be transferred on the analysis and the
comparison in chapters five and six.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Dorothy Penland:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington
Irving's short stories can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Alberta Keyes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is usually Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories.

Virginia Doak:

This Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point
out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Comparison of the supernatural elements in Washington Irving's short stories in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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