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When sociologist Georgiann Davis was a teenager, her doctors discovered that she possessed XY
chromosomes, marking her as intersex. Rather than share this information with her, they withheld the
diagnosis in order to “protect” the development of her gender identity; it was years before Davis would see
her own medical records as an adult and learn the truth. Davis’ experience is not unusual. Many intersex
people feel isolated from one another and violated by medical practices that support conventional notions of
the male/female sex binary which have historically led to secrecy and shame about being intersex. Yet, the
rise of intersex activism and visibility in the US has called into question the practice of classifying intersex
as an abnormality, rather than as a mere biological variation. This shift in thinking has the potential to
transform entrenched intersex medical treatment.
In Contesting Intersex, Davis draws on interviews with intersex people, their parents, and medical experts to
explore the oft-questioned views on intersex in medical and activist communities, as well as the evolution of
thought in regards to intersex visibility and transparency. She finds that framing intersex as an abnormality is
harmful and can alter the course of one’s life. In fact, controversy over this framing continues, as intersex has
been renamed a ‘disorder of sex development’ throughout medicine. This happened, she suggests, as a means
for doctors to reassert their authority over the intersex body in the face of increasing intersex activism in the
1990s and feminist critiques of intersex medical treatment. Davis argues the renaming of ‘intersex’ as a
‘disorder of sex development’ is strong evidence that the intersex diagnosis is dubious. Within the intersex
community, though, disorder of sex development terminology is hotly disputed; some prefer not to use a
term which pathologizes their bodies, while others prefer to think of intersex in scientific terms. Although
terminology is currently a source of tension within the movement, Davis hopes intersex activists and their
allies can come together to improve the lives of intersex people, their families, and future generations.
However, for this to happen, the intersex diagnosis, as well as sex, gender, and sexuality, needs to be
understood as socially constructed phenomena.  A personal journey into medical and social activism,
Contesting Intersex presents a unique perspective on how medical diagnoses can affect lives profoundly.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Montgomery:

This Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) without
we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) having good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Olivia Cook:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics), you may tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Mark Nixon:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics)
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Carolyn Lew:

This Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) is great book for you because the content that
is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having



Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right
but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?
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