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What pleasures did Plautus' heroic tricksters provide their original audience? How should we understand the
compelling mix of rebellion and social conservatism that Plautus offers? Through a close reading of four
plays representing the full range of his work (Menaechmi, Casina, Persa, and Captivi), Kathleen McCarthy
develops an innovative model of Plautine comedy and its social effects. She concentrates on how the plays
are shaped by the interaction of two comic modes: the socially conservative mode of naturalism and the
potentially subversive mode of farce. It is precisely this balance of the naturalistic and the farcical that allows
everyone in the audience--especially those well placed in the social hierarchy--to identify both with and
against the rebel, to feel both the thrill of being a clever underdog and the complacency of being a securely
ensconced authority figure.

Basing her interpretation on the workings of farce and naturalism in Plautine comedy, McCarthy finds a way
to understand the plays' patchwork literary style as well as their protean social effects. Beyond this, she
raises important questions about popular literature and performance not only on ancient Roman stages but in
cultures far from Plautus' Rome. How and why do people identify with the fictional figures of social
subordinates? How do stock characters, happy endings, and other conventions operate? How does comedy
simultaneously upset and uphold social hierarchies? Scholars interested in Plautine theater will be rewarded
by the detailed analyses of the plays, while those more broadly interested in social and cultural history will
find much that is useful in McCarthy's new way of grasping the elusive ideological effects of comedy.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine
Comedy it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses
high quality.

William Nelson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in
Plautine Comedy publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Slaves, Masters, and
the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This
is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Jared Carter:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy offer you a new experience in examining
a book.

Lisa Phelps:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in
Plautine Comedy or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.



Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Slaves, Masters, and the Art of Authority in Plautine Comedy to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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