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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Dresden
Technical University (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Hauptseminar
Literaturwissenschaften, 20 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Say, maybe you’ll go to
France… to Nice or Marseilles [sic] … the Riviera. Lie out in the hot sun… you won’t need a suntan but you
can lie out there anyway so those tourists and Frenchmen can see you and envy you. And you’ll see all those
sexy French broads in their handkerchief bathin’ suits. Yeah, I can see you now, Ray, out there in your bright
red trunks with sunglasses on peekin’ at those girls. Or maybe you’ll go to Italy and git you some of that
dago stuff. Ha ha ha… best damn poon tang in the world, boy.

It seems highly unlikely that playwright Ed Bullins thought of French existentialism when he wrote these
lines for his protagonist Cliff Dawson in the 1968 play In the Wine Time. Despite his mentioning France, the
metaphysical aspect of Cliff’s statement seems rather small, his main objective being to talk his step nephew
Ray into the Navy, where voluptuous women will help him forget his girlfriend. Nonetheless, by giving his
step nephew advice on which choices to take, Cliff Dawson reveals to us that he has a vision. He wants Ray
to evade Derby Street in the black ghetto of some “large northern American industrial city in the early
1950’s” to fulfil his dreams of not being “an animal to be used for the plows of the world.”
Although the circumstances might not seem to be existentialist, the way Cliff Dawson revolts against his
living conditions are very much reminiscent of Albert Camus’ existentialism. Both Camus’ character
Bernard Rieux from the novel The Plague and Ed Bullins’ Cliff Dawson revolt against there environment
and find their humanity through an act of solidarity; Doctor Rieux unswervingly fighting against the plague
saves the Algerian city Oran and Cliff Dawson prevents his nephew from being imprisoned by assuming the
guilt for the murder of Red, a bully from the neighborhood in the final act of the play. Camus formed his
protagonist Bernard Rieux according to his notion of existentialism, the foundations of which he had laid in
his 1942 philosophic essay the Myth of Sisyphus (le mythe de sisyphe).
The objective of this paper is two-fold. It is both a contrastive analysis of Bullins’ In the Wine Time with
regard to Camus’ existentialism and a classification of the play in terms of literary and dramatic traditions.
After taking an in depth look at Camus’ existentialism portrayed in the Myth of Sisyphus and describing the
characteristic features of the absurd hero on the basis of Bernard Rieux, the protagonist of the novel The
Plague, I will draw parallels to Ed Bullins’ character Cliff Dawson and try to answer the question whether he
could be called “the black Sisyphus” in analogy to Rieux, being Camus’ literary incarnation of Sisyphus.
Beyond that, I will analyze existentialist and absurd characteristics of the play In the Wine Time and put
them into context with other dramatic traditions used in the play, in order to find out to which extent Bullins
aimed at weaving in absurd and existentialist features. The second aim of this paper will thus be to find out
which dramatic tradition we can assign the play In the Wine Time to.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

Here thing why this kind of A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in Ed Bullins' play "In the Wine Time" are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in Ed
Bullins' play "In the Wine Time" giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in Ed Bullins' play
"In the Wine Time". It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in Ed Bullins' play "In the
Wine Time" in e-book can be your alternative.

Richard Smith:

This A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in Ed Bullins' play "In the Wine Time" is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in Ed Bullins' play "In the Wine Time" in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Gail Tate:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in
Ed Bullins' play "In the Wine Time" can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Willie Isaac:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching



for the A Black Sisyphus? Existentialism in Ed Bullins' play "In the Wine Time" when you needed it?
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