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Why does one talented individual win lasting recognition in a particular field, while another equally talented
person does not? While there are many possible reasons, one obvious answer is that something more than
talent is requisite to produce fame. The "something more" in the field of architecture, asserts Roxanne
Williamson, is the association with a "famous" architect at the moment he or she first receives major
publicity or designs the building for which he or she will eventually be celebrated.

In this study of more than six hundred American architects who have achieved a place in architectural
histories, Williamson finds that only a small minority do not fit the "right person–right time" pattern. She
traces the apprenticeship connection in case studies of Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd Wright, Henry Hobson
Richardson, the firm of McKim, Mead & White, Latrobe and his descendants, the Bulfinch and Renwick
Lines, the European immigrant masters, and Louis Kahn.

Although she acknowledges and discusses the importance of family connections, the right schools, self-
promotion, scholarships, design competition awards, and promotion by important journals, Williamson
maintains that the apprenticeship connection is the single most important predictor of architectural fame. She
offers the intriguing hypothesis that what is transferred in the relationship is not a particular style or approach
but rather the courage and self-confidence to be true to one's own vision. Perhaps, she says, this is the case in
all the arts.

American Architects and the Mechanics of Fame is sure to provoke thought and comment in architecture and
other creative fields.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Anderson:

This American Architects and the Mechanics of Fame are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this American Architects and the Mechanics of Fame can be
among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually
with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this American
Architects and the Mechanics of Fame giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Brenda Evans:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book American Architects and the Mechanics of Fame it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Raymond Dixon:

American Architects and the Mechanics of Fame can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing American Architects and the
Mechanics of Fame yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Laree Drummond:

This American Architects and the Mechanics of Fame is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having American Architects and the Mechanics of Fame in your hand like getting the world in



your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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