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Explaining Criminal Careers presents a simple but influential theory of crime, conviction and reconviction.
The assumptions of the theory are derived directly from a detailed analysis of cohort samples extracted from
the Home Office Offenders Index - a unique database which contains records of all criminal (standard list)
convictions in England and Wales since 1963. In particular, the theory explains the well-known Age/Crime
curve.

Based on the idea that there are only three types of offenders, who commit crimes at either high or low
(constant) rates and have either a high or low (constant) risk of reoffending, this simple theory makes exact
quantitative predictions about criminal careers and age-crime curves. Purely from the birth-rate over the
second part of the 20th century, the theory accurately predicts (to within 2%) the prison population
contingent on a given sentencing policy. The theory also suggests that
increasing the probability of conviction after each offence is the most effective way of reducing crime,
although there is a role for treatment programmes for some offenders. The authors indicate that crime is
influenced by the operation of the Criminal Justice System and that offenders do not 'grow out'
of crime as commonly supposed; they are persuaded to stop or decide to stop after (repeated) convictions,
with a certain fraction of offenders desisting after each conviction. Simply imprisoning offenders will not
reduce crime either by individual deterrence or by incapacitation.

With comprehensive explanations of the formulae used and complete mathematical appendices allowing for
individual interpretations and further development of the theory, Explaining Criminal Careers represents an
innovative and meticulous investigation into criminal activity and the influences behind it. With clear policy
implications and a wealth of original and significant discussions, this book marks a ground-breaking chapter
in the criminological debate surrounding criminal
careers.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Harris:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy
(Clarendon Studies in Criminology). Try to the actual book Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for
Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when
you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So
, we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jill Goulet:

In other case, little persons like to read book Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy
(Clarendon Studies in Criminology). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice
Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Explaining Criminal Careers:
Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) guide written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still question Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon
Studies in Criminology) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Gail Delamora:

This Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) is
great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan word
or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in



it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon
Studies in Criminology) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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