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Although the body has been the focus of much contemporary cultural theory, the models that are typically
applied neglect the most salient characteristics of embodied existence—movement, affect, and sensation—in
favor of concepts derived from linguistic theory. In Parables for the Virtual Brian Massumi views the body
and media such as television, film, and the Internet, as cultural formations that operate on multiple registers
of sensation beyond the reach of the reading techniques founded on the standard rhetorical and semiotic
models.
Renewing and assessing William James’s radical empiricism and Henri
Bergson’s philosophy of perception through the filter of the post-war French philosophy of Deleuze,
Guattari, and Foucault, Massumi links a cultural logic of variation to questions of movement, affect, and
sensation. If such concepts are as fundamental as signs and significations, he argues, then a new set of
theoretical issues appear, and with them potential new paths for the wedding of scientific and cultural theory.
Replacing the traditional opposition of literal and figural with new distinctions between stasis and motion
and between actual and virtual, Parables for the Virtual tackles related theoretical issues by applying them to
cultural mediums as diverse as architecture, body art, the digital art of Stelarc, and Ronald Reagan’s acting
career. The result is an intriguing combination of cultural theory, science, and philosophy that asserts itself in
a crystalline and multi-faceted argument.
Parables for the Virtual will interest students and scholars of continental and Anglo-American philosophy,
cultural studies, cognitive science, electronic art, digital culture, and chaos theory, as well as those concerned
with the “science wars” and the relation between the humanities and the sciences in general.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Greiner:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Parables for the Virtual: Movement,
Affect, Sensation (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship with the book Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation (Post-
Contemporary Interventions). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Thomas Rasmussen:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation
(Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Leona Tidwell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Beverly Woods:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. With the book Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must
prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life by this book Parables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensation (Post-Contemporary Interventions).
You can more inviting than now.
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