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Since the eighteenth century, classical scholars have generally agreed that the Greek playwright
Aristophanes did not as a matter of course write "political" plays. Yet, according to an anonymous Life of
Aristophanes, when Dionysius the tyrant of Syracuse wanted to know about the government of Athens, Plato
sent him a copy of Aristophanes' Clouds.

In this boldly revisionist work, Michael Vickers convincingly argues that in his earlier plays, Aristophanes in
fact commented on the day-to-day political concerns of Athenians. Vickers reads the first six of
Aristophanes' eleven extant plays in a way that reveals the principal characters to be based in large part on
Pericles and his ward Alcibiades.

According to Vickers, the plays of Aristophanes—far from being nonpolitical—actually allow us to gauge
the reaction of the Athenian public to the events that followed Pericles' death in 429 B.C., to the struggle for
the political succession, and to the problems presented by Alcibiades' emergence as one of the most powerful
figures in the state. This view of Aristophanes reaffirms the central role of allegory in his work and
challenges all students of ancient Greece to rethink long-held assumptions about this important playwright.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Pericles on Stage: Political
Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Maureen Daniels:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in
Aristophanes' Early Plays it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Alexander Snider:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays can be your answer given
it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Willie Wilson:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there.
Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period of time,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays can make you feel more
interested to read.
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