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When Abraham Lincoln expressed gratitude for the northern churches in the spring of 1864, it had nothing to
do with his appreciation of doctrine, liturgy, or Christian fellowship. Collectively, the churches earned the
presidents admiration with rabid patriotism and support for the war. Ministers publicly proclaimed the
righteousness of the Union, condemned slavery, and asserted that God favored the federal army. Yet all of
this would have amounted to nothing more than empty bravado without the support of the men and women
sitting in the pews. This outstanding book examines the Civil War from the perspective of the northern laity,
those religious civilians whose personal faith influenced their views on politics and slavery, helped them
cope with physical separation and death engendered by the war, and ultimately enabled them to discern the
hand of God in the struggle to preserve the national Union. From Lincolns election to his assassination, the
book weaves together political, military, social, and intellectual history into a religious narrative of the Civil
War on the northern home front. Packed with compelling human interest stories, this account draws on
letters, diaries, newspapers and church records along with published sources to conclusively demonstrate that
many devout civilians regarded the Civil War as a contest imbued with religious meaning. In the process of
giving their loyal support to the government as individual citizens, religious Northerners politicized the
church as a collective institution and used it to uphold the Union so the purified nation could promote
Christianity around the world. Christian patriotism helped win the war, but the politicization of religion did
not lead to the redemption of the state.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gould:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The A Visitation of God: Northern
Civilians Interpret the Civil War is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Billy Anderson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Visitation of God: Northern Civilians
Interpret the Civil War can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Joel Jones:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and A Visitation of God: Northern Civilians Interpret the Civil
War or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book,
any other book likes A Visitation of God: Northern Civilians Interpret the Civil War to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Scott Manuel:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
A Visitation of God: Northern Civilians Interpret the Civil War when you needed it?
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