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In the first-ever comprehensive analysis of violence between slaves in the antebellum South, Jeff Forret
challenges persistent notions of slave communities as sites of unwavering harmony and solidarity. Though
existing scholarship shows that intraracial black violence did not reach high levels until after Reconstruction,
contemporary records bear witness to its regular presence among enslaved populations. Slave against Slave
explores the roots of and motivations for such violence and the ways in which slaves, masters, churches, and
civil and criminal laws worked to hold it in check. Far from focusing on violence alone, Forret’s work also
adds depth to our understanding of morality among the enslaved, revealing how slaves sought to prevent
violence and punish those who engaged in it.

Forret mines a vast array of slave narratives, slaveholders’ journals, travelers’ accounts, and church and court
records from across the South to approximate the prevalence of slave-against-slave violence prior to the Civil
War. A diverse range of motives for these conflicts emerges, from tensions over status differences, to
disagreements originating at work and in private, to discord relating to the slave economy and the web of
debts that slaves owed one another, to courtship rivalries, marital disputes, and adulterous affairs. Forret also
uncovers the role of explicitly gendered violence in bondpeople’s constructions of masculinity and
femininity, suggesting a system of honor among slaves that would have been familiar to southern white men
and women, had they cared to acknowledge it.

Though many generations of scholars have examined violence in the South as perpetrated by and against
whites, the internal clashes within the slave quarters have remained largely unexplored. Forret’s analysis of
intraracial slave conflicts in the Old South examines narratives of violence in slave communities, opening a
new line of inquiry into the study of American slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Bennett:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Slave against
Slave: Plantation Violence in the Old South suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Slave against Slave: Plantation Violence in the Old Southis a single
of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world with this book.

Robin Boucher:

The particular book Slave against Slave: Plantation Violence in the Old South will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Slave against Slave: Plantation Violence in
the Old South is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ina French:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Slave against Slave: Plantation Violence in
the Old South is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Michael Marx:

Beside this kind of Slave against Slave: Plantation Violence in the Old South in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Slave against Slave: Plantation Violence in the Old South because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from now!
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