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A new reading of Daoism, arguing that it originated in a particular textual tradition distinct from
Confucianism and other philosophical traditions of early China.

The Laozi (Daodejing) and the Zhuangzi have long been familiar to Western readers and have served as
basic sources of knowledge about early Chinese Daoism. Modern translations and studies of these works
have encouraged a perception of Daoism as a mystical philosophy heavy with political implications that
advises kings to become one with the Dao. Breaking with this standard approach, The Pristine Dao argues
that the Laozi and the Zhuangzi participated in a much wider tradition of metaphysical discourse that
included a larger corpus of early Chinese writings.

This book demonstrates that early Daoist discourse possessed a distinct, textually constituted coherence and
a religious sensibility that starkly differed from the intellectual background of all other traditions of early
China, including Confucianism. The author argues that this discourse is best analyzed through its emergence
from the mythological imagination of early China, and that it was unified by a set of notions about the Dao
that was shared by all of its participants. The author introduces certain categories from the Western religious
and philosophical traditions in order to bring out the distinctive qualities constituting this discourse and to
encourage its comparison with other religious and philosophical traditions.

Thomas Michael is Assistant Professor of Religion at The George Washington University.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study. The
Pristine Dao: Metaphysics in Early Daoist Discourse (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can
be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Florence Davis:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Pristine Dao: Metaphysics in Early Daoist Discourse (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Beside this kind of The Pristine Dao: Metaphysics in Early Daoist Discourse (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Pristine Dao:
Metaphysics in Early Daoist Discourse (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and read it from right now!

Joseph Chitwood:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Pristine Dao: Metaphysics in Early Daoist
Discourse (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Pristine Dao: Metaphysics in Early Daoist Discourse
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture).
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