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Written in the Flesh is a history of sexual desire - a startling and provocative history of what people yearn to
do sexually. It is the story of the whole body's need for sexual attention rather than simply the genitalia and
their procreational function.

The desire for sexual pleasure and total body sex - that is, the expansion of sexuality from a limited focus on
the face and genitals to include the entire body - is certainly not a new phenomenon: the ancient Greeks,
Romans, and Chinese, amongst others, were quite familiar with eroticism that went beyond the strictly
heterosexual and procreational. In the long centuries of Christian Europe, when miserable conditions of life
and religious repression conspired to minimize the expression of sexual longing, desire was driven
underground. Yet in the late nineteenth century, increasing privacy, prosperity, and good health again
permitted the underlying biological urge for total body sex to express itself, and encouraged a shift of erotic
pleasure toward new and unexplored body zones: the mouth, nipples, anus, and further.

This new work by renowned medical historian Edward Shorter demonstrates that desire is hard-wired into
the brain, expressing itself in remarkably similar ways in men and women, adolescent and adult, and in gays,
lesbians, and straights alike. Drawing from a wide array of sources, including memoirs, novels, collections of
letters, diaries, and indeed a large pornographic corpus, Shorter explores the widening of Western society's
sexual repertoire.

Written in the Flesh is a history of what people like to do in bed and how that has changed. The change is
relentless: human sexuality continually seeks new means of liberation in its expression of pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

This Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire without we understand teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Written in the Flesh: A History of
Desire can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire having
very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

John Frank:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Written in the Flesh: A
History of Desire is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Jean Fair:

This Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire can be one of the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Betty Callahan:

Often the book Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire will bring someone to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Written in the Flesh: A History of Desire is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.
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