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A Commonwealth of Knowledge addresses the relationship between social and scientific thought, colonial
identity, and political power in nineteenth- and twentieth-century South Africa. It hinges on the tension
between colonial knowledge, conceived of as a universal, modernizing force, and its realization in the
context of a society divided along complex ethnic and racial fault-lines. By means of detailed analysis of
colonial cultures, literary and scientific institutions, and expert historical thinking about South Africa and its
peoples, it demonstrates the ways in which the cultivation of knowledge has served to support white political
ascendancy and claims to nationhood. In a sustained commentary on modern South African historiography,
the significance of 'broad' South Africanism - a political tradition designed to transcend differences between
white English- and Afrikaans-speakers - is emphasized. A Commonwealth of Knowledge also engages with
wider comparative debates.
These include the nature of imperial and colonial knowledge systems; the role of intellectual ideas and
concepts in constituting ethnic, racial, and regional identities; the dissemination of ideas between imperial
metropole and colonial periphery; the emergence of amateur and professional intellectual communities; and
the encounter between imperial and indigenous or local knowledge systems. The book has broad scope. It
opens with a discussion of civic institutions (eg. museums, libraries, botanical gardens and scientific
societies), and assesses their role in creating a distinctive sense of Cape colonial identity; the book goes on to
discuss the ways in which scientific and other forms of knowledge contributed to the development of a
capacious South Africanist patriotism compatible with continued membership of the British Commonwealth;
it concludes with reflections on the techno-nationalism of the apartheid state and situates contemporary
concerns like the 'African Renaissance', and responses to HIV/AIDS, in broad historical context.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Ross:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book A Commonwealth of Knowledge: Science, Sensibility, and
White South Africa 1820-2000 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Kerry Maye:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be go through. A Commonwealth of Knowledge: Science, Sensibility, and
White South Africa 1820-2000 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.

Eunice Huynh:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this A Commonwealth of Knowledge: Science, Sensibility, and White South Africa 1820-2000
can make you experience more interested to read.

Lisa Saxon:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book A Commonwealth of Knowledge: Science,
Sensibility, and White South Africa 1820-2000 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book A Commonwealth of Knowledge: Science,



Sensibility, and White South Africa 1820-2000 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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