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From one of China's most celebrated contemporary novelists comes this riveting tale of ayoung woman's
emotional and sexual awakening. Set in the turbulent decades of the Cultural Revolution and the Tian'anmen
Square incident, A Private Life exposes the complex and fantastical inner life of a young woman growing up
during atime of intense social and political upheaval.

At the age of twenty-six, Ni Niuniu has come to accept pain and loss. She has suffered the death of her
mother and a close friend and neighbor, Mrs. Ho. She has long been estranged from her tyrannical father,
while her boyfriend -- a brilliant and handsome poet named Yin Nan -- was forced to flee the country. She
has survived a disturbing affair with aformer teacher, a mental breakdown that left her in amental institution
for two years, and a stray bullet that tore through the flesh of her left leg. Now living in complete seclusion,
Niuniu shuns aworld that seems incapable of accepting her and instead spends her days wandering in vivid,
dreamlike reveries where her fractured recollections and wild fantasies merge with her inescapable feelings
of melancholy and loneliness. Y et this eccentric young woman -- caught between the disappearing traditions
of the past and a modernizing Beijing, aflood of memories and an unknowable future, her chosen solitude
and her irrepressible longing -- discovers strength and independence through writing, which transforms her
flight from the hypocrisy of urban life into ajourney of self-realization and rebirth.

First published in 1996 to widespread critical acclaim, Ran Chen's controversial debut novel isalyrica
meditation on memory, sexuality, femininity, and the often arbitrary distinctions between madness and
sanity, alienation and belonging, nature and society. As Chen leads the reader deep into the psyche of Ni
Niuniu -- into her innermost secrets and sexual desires -- the borders separating narrator and protagonist,
writer and subject dissolve, exposing the shared aspects of human existence that transcend geographical and
cultural differences.
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From reader reviews:
Ethan Scott:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) book is readable by simply
you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated
with A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So, do
you nonetheless thinking A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Will Cathcart:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them isthis A
Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia).

Michedlle Saidl:

This A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is great guide for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Private Life
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book
aready do that. So, it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Thomas Paine:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This A Private Life (Weatherhead Books on
Asia) issimpleto create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can
save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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