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• A Boston Globe Best Book of 2015 •

“A penetrating examination of how the elite college football programs have become ‘giant entertainment
businesses that happened to do a little education on the side.’”—Mark Kram, The New York Times

Two-time Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalist Gilbert M. Gaul offers a riveting and sometimes shocking look
inside the money culture of college football and how it has come to dominate a surprising number of colleges
and universities. 

Over the past decade college football has not only doubled in size, but its elite programs have become a
$2.5-billion-a-year entertainment business, with lavishly paid coaches, lucrative television deals, and
corporate sponsors eager to slap their logos on everything from scoreboards to footballs and uniforms. Profit
margins among the top football schools range from 60% to 75%—results that dwarf those of such high-
profile companies as Apple, Facebook, and Microsoft—yet thanks to the support of their football-mad
representatives in Congress, teams aren’t required to pay taxes. In most cases, those windfalls are not passed
on to the universities themselves, but flow directly back into their athletic departments.

College presidents have been unwilling or powerless to stop a system that has spawned a wildly profligate
infrastructure of coaches, trainers, marketing gurus, and a growing cadre of bureaucrats whose sole purpose
is to ensure that players remain academically eligible to play. From the University of Oregon’s lavish $42
million academic center for athletes to Alabama coach Nick Saban’s $7 million paycheck—ten times what
the school pays its president, and 70 times what a full-time professor there earns—Gaul examines in depth
the extraordinary financial model that supports college football and the effect it has had not only on other
athletic programs but on academic ones as well.

What are the consequences when college football coaches are the highest paid public employees in over half
the states in an economically troubled country, or when football players at some schools receive ten times the
amount of scholarship awards that academically gifted students do? Billion-Dollar Ball considers these and
many other issues in a compelling account of how an astonishingly wealthy sports franchise has begun to
reframe campus values and distort the fundamental academic mission of our universities.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Vazquez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Billion-Dollar Ball: A
Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Roderick Olin:

This Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-
Money Culture of College Football without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money
Culture of College Football can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey
Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football having excellent arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

James Daniels:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you personally is Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture
of College Football this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal
all of you.

Martina Lassiter:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-
Money Culture of College Football can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these



books have than the others?
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