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Leviathan and the Air-Pump examines the conflicts over the value and propriety of experimental methods
between two major seventeenth-century thinkers: Thomas Hobbes, author of the political treatise Leviathan
and vehement critic of systematic experimentation in natural philosophy, and Robert Boyle, mechanical
philosopher and owner of the newly invented air-pump. The issues at stake in their disputes ranged from the
physical integrity of the air-pump to the intellectual integrity of the knowledge it might yield. Both Boyle
and Hobbes were looking for ways of establishing knowledge that did not decay into ad hominem attacks
and political division. Boyle proposed the experiment as cure. He argued that facts should be manufactured
by machines like the air-pump so that gentlemen could witness the experiments and produce knowledge that
everyone agreed on. Hobbes, by contrast, looked for natural law and viewed experiments as the artificial,
unreliable products of an exclusive guild.

The new approaches taken in Leviathan and the Air-Pump have been enormously influential on historical
studies of science. Shapin and Schaffer found a moment of scientific revolution and showed how key
scientific givens--facts, interpretations, experiment, truth--were fundamental to a new political order. Shapin
and Schaffer were also innovative in their ethnographic approach. Attempting to understand the work habits,
rituals, and social structures of a remote, unfamiliar group, they argued that politics were tied up in what
scientists did, rather than what they said. Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer use the confrontation between
Hobbes and Boyle as a way of understanding what was at stake in the early history of scientific
experimentation. They describe the protagonists' divergent views of natural knowledge, and situate the
Hobbes-Boyle disputes within contemporary debates over the role of intellectuals in public life and the
problems of social order and assent in Restoration England. In a new introduction, the authors describe how
science and its social context were understood when this book was first published, and how the study of the
history of science has changed since then.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Huckins:

The ability that you get from Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life is a
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the
Experimental Life giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this book
is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life instantly.

Carl Carrillo:

This Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Leviathan and the Air-Pump:
Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the
Experimental Life forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Vincent Cartagena:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the
Experimental Life giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Charles Moreno:

Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing



Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the Experimental Life yet doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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