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The Burden of Silence is the first monograph on Sabbateanism, an early modern Ottoman-Jewish messianic
movement, tracing it from its beginnings during the seventeenth century up to the present day. Initiated by
the Jewish rabbi Sabbatai Sevi, the movement combined Jewish, Islamic, and Christian religious and social
elements and became a transnational phenomenon, spreading througout Afro-Euroasia. When Ottoman
authorities forced Sevi to convert to Islam in 1666, his followers formed messianic crypto-Judeo-Islamic
sects, Donmes, which played an important role in the modernization and secularization of Ottoman and
Turkish society and, by extension, Middle Eastern society as a whole. Using Ottoman, Jewish, and European
sources, Sisman examines the dissemination and evolution of Sabbeateanism in engagement with broader
topics such as global histories, messianism, mysticism, conversion, crypto-identities, modernity, nationalism,
and memory. By using flexible and multiple identities to stymie external interference, the crypto-Jewish
Donmes were able to survive despite persecution from Ottoman authorities, internalizing the Kabbalistic
principle of a burden of silence according to which believers keep their secret on pain of spiritual and
material punishment, in order to sustain their overtly Muslim and covertly Jewish identities. Although
Donmes have been increasingly abandoning their religious identities and embracing (and enhancing)
secularism, individualism, and other modern ideas in the Ottoman Empire and modern Turkey since the
nineteenth century, Sisman asserts that, throughout this entire period, religious and cultural Donmes
continued to adopt the burden of silence in order to cope with the challenges of messianism, modernity, and
memory.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

The reserve untitled The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish
Donmes is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Burden of
Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Donmes from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Kenneth Flowers:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the
Ottoman-Turkish Donmes can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mary James:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Burden of Silence:
Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Donmes that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Burden of Silence:
Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Donmes become your starter.

Alicia Romero:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Donmes can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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