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America is mired in debt—more than $30,000 for every man, woman, and child. Bitter fighting over deficits,
taxes, and spending bedevils Washington, D.C., even as partisan gridlock has brought the government to the
brink of default. Yet the more politicians on both sides of the aisle rant and the citizenry fumes, the more
things seem to remain the same.
 
In White House Burning, Simon Johnson and James Kwak—authors of the national best seller 13 Bankers
and cofounders of The Baseline Scenario, a widely cited blog on economics and public policy—demystify
the national debt, explaining whence it came and, even more important, what it means to you and to future
generations. They tell the story of the Founding Fathers’ divisive struggles over taxes and spending. They
chart the rise of the almighty dollar, which makes it easy for the United States to borrow money. They
account for the debasement of our political system in the 1980s and 1990s, which produced today’s
dysfunctional and impotent Congress. And they show how, if we persist on our current course, the national
debt will harm ordinary Americans by reducing the number of jobs, lowering living standards, increasing
inequality, and forcing a sudden and drastic reduction in the government services we now take for granted.
 
But Johnson and Kwak also provide a clear and compelling vision for how our debt crisis can be solved
while strengthening our economy and preserving the essential functions of government. They debunk the
myth that such crucial programs as Social Security and Medicare must be slashed to the bone. White House
Burning looks squarely at the burgeoning national debt and proposes to defuse its threat to our well-being
without forcing struggling middle-class families and the elderly into poverty.
 
Carefully researched and informed by the same compelling storytelling and lucid analysis as 13 Bankers,
White House Burning is an invaluable guide to the central political and economic issue of our time. It is
certain to provoke vigorous debate.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our
National Debt, and Why It Matters to You book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Christine Pena:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you
read this White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You, you
are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

Margaret Soto:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this White
House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You.

Verna Krell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National
Debt, and Why It Matters to You why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your



reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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