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At the start of his lifelong career, Magnum photographer Leonard Freed (1929-2006) lived in Amsterdam for
many years, from 1957 to 1970. As an American Jew from a family of Russian immigrants, he felt at ease in
this historic city with its liberal spirit and longstanding tradition of tolerance for Jews.

Freed was fascinated by the remarkable postwar recovery of Jewish life in Amsterdam, where only 20,000
out of 80,000 Jews had survived the Shoah. This became the topic of his first major documentary project as a
professional photographer. He made a multifaceted and compelling portrait of the city’s Jewish community,
which had endured unimaginable suffering but was now striving to forget, and building a new life with
exceptional resilience and vitality. His photographs capture the atmosphere of optimism that prevailed in the
Jewish community at the time, and testify to the courage and willpower of those who had survived the war.
Today we know that the traumas of war cannot be suppressed, but in those days, that seemed like the only
way of coping. The buried pain and grief lingered on, resurfacing only many years later. Over time, Freed’s
photographs have therefore acquired additional layers of meaning. They now form a unique and valuable
historical document.

In 1958, a small selection from Freed’s documentary series was published in his first photo book, Joden van
Amsterdam (Jews of Amsterdam), by publishing house De Bezige Bij.

In 2013, the Jewish Historical Museum in Amsterdam rediscovered the series in Freed’s archives. The
museum acquired 80 vintage prints and 150 new prints of previously unpublished images from Brigitte
Freed, the photographer’s widow.

This book presents some 150 photos, with an introduction by curator of photography Bernadette van
Woerkom.

Leonard Freed born in Brooklyn, New York, first took up photography in 1953 while traveling in Europe.
His work focuses on ordinary people going about their everyday lives, expressing a special bond with
outsiders and the oppressed. Freed made many probing documentary photo series about social issues,
including one on black Americans and their struggle for civil rights. In 1972, he was admitted to the famous
photographic cooperative Magnum Photos. Throughout his career, he showed an ongoing interest in Jewish
life around the world.Leonard Freed born in Brooklyn, New York, first took up photography in 1953 while
traveling in Europe. His work focuses on ordinary people going about their everyday lives, expressing a
special bond with outsiders and the oppressed. Freed made many probing documentary photo series about
social issues, including one on black Americans and their struggle for civil rights. In 1972, he was admitted
to the famous photographic cooperative Magnum Photos. Throughout his career, he showed an ongoing
interest in Jewish life around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this After The War Was Over: Jewish Life in Amsterdam in the 1950s.

Lawrence Fox:

The book After The War Was Over: Jewish Life in Amsterdam in the 1950s make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book After The War
Was Over: Jewish Life in Amsterdam in the 1950s for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a publication After The War Was Over: Jewish Life in Amsterdam in the
1950s. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this book?

Carolyn Hoar:

This After The War Was Over: Jewish Life in Amsterdam in the 1950s is great publication for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having After The War Was Over: Jewish Life in Amsterdam in the 1950s in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Wesley Baker:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book After The War Was Over: Jewish Life in Amsterdam in the 1950s
was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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